CHAPTER XII
THE REPUBLIC AND  ITS  ENEMIES 1649
THE execution of Charles I. was followed by the abolition of monarchy. On February 6, 1649, the House of Commons voted that the House1 of Lords was useless and dangerous, and that it ought to be abolished. On February 8th, it resolved that the office of a king was unnecessary, burdensome, and dangerous to the liberty, safety, and public interest of this nation. Acts abolishing both followed, and on May igth a third Act established the English Republic. " England," it declared, " shall henceforth be governed as a Commonwealth, or a Free State, by the supreme authority of this nation, the representatives of the people in Parliament, and by such as they shall appoint and constitute as ministers under them for the good of the people." Henceforth all writs were to run in the name of the Keepers of the Liberty of England, and the Great Seal was to bear the picture of the Parliament with the legend, " In the first vear of Freedom by God's blessing restored."